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Washington – Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District)                is criticizing a decision by President Bush not to regulate carbon                dioxide emissions from power plants. During the 2000 campaign Bush                promised to regulate carbon dioxide emissions, but yesterday, in                a letter to four Republican senators, Bush announced that the Environmental                Protection Agency will not seek to regulate carbon dioxide emissions                from power plants.

               "Not only is the President breaking a campaign promise, he                has made a decision that flies in the face of the science on this                issue," Olver said. "We know that glaciers are melting,                and temperatures and sea levels have risen. These conditions are                directly linked to carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere."

               Congressman Olver is a co-chair of the newly formed bipartisan House                Climate Change Caucus , a group that works to educate Members                of Congress about climate change and global warming.

               "As a scientist, I believe climate change is the single most                critical environmental issue of the 21st Century. Recent reports                have shown that the polar ice caps are melting and the oceans are                getting warmer. The President has apparently chosen to ignore the                overwhelming evidence of global warming while providing a boost                to his friends in the oil and mining industries," Olver added.

               In a speech given on September 29, 2000 in Michigan, Bush said,                "We will require all power plants to meet clean air standards                in order to reduce emissions of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide,                mercury and carbon dioxide within a reasonable amount of time."                In yesterday's letter, Bush said "I do not believe. . . that                the government should impose on power plants mandatory emissions                reductions for carbon dioxide, which is not a 'pollutant' under                the Clean Air Act."

               The largest source of carbon dioxide in the U.S. is the electric                power industry, accounting for 40 percent of all emissions. U.S.                Carbon dioxide emissions increased by 13 percent between 1990 and                2000. The U.S. accounts for 25 percent of the world's carbon dioxide                emissions, even though the U.S. only makes up 5 percent of the world's                population.
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